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Introduction to Child Rights Protection Mechanisms

Definition:

Child rights protection mechanisms refer to the legal and institutional frameworks
established at different levels (district, state, national, and international) to safeguard
the rights of children and ensure their protection from abuse, exploitation, and
neglect.

Key Principle:
Children are entitled to legal protection and institutional support to safeguard their
well-being, ensuring their survival, development, and participation in society.




child Rights Pretection
Hechanisms at Different
Levels

1. District-Level Mechanisms

At the local level, district administrations and specialized child protection units work to
address child rights violations and implement policies effectively.

Key Bodies & Functions:
¢ Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)

o Established under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
o Handle cases of children in need of care and protection
o Ensure rehabilitation and reintegration of children

e District Child Protection Units (DCPU)

o Coordinate and implement child protection schemes
o Work with NGOs and local authorities to address child rights violations

e Special Juvenile Police Units (SJPUs)

o Handle cases involving children, ensuring a child-friendly approach
o Prevent juvenile crimes and support child victims

e Childline 1098

o 24/7 emergency helpline for children in distress
o Provides immediate assistance, rescue, and rehabilitation



2. State-Level Mechanisms

Each state has dedicated institutions that work to uphold child rights and ensure the
implementation of national policies.

Key Bodies & Functions:

State Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (SCPCR)

o Monitor the implementation of child rights laws
o Investigate cases of child rights violations
o Recommend policy improvements

State Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs)

o Handle cases of children in conflict with the law
o Ensure legal representation and rehabilitation

State Child Protection Society (SCPS)

o |Implement state-level child protection schemes
o Monitor and evaluate child welfare programs

Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS)

o Provides a framework for child protection services
o Supports institutional and non-institutional care
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3. National-Level Mechanisms

At the national level, various commissions and legal frameworks work to protect child
rights comprehensively.

Key Bodies & Functions:
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
e Established under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005

e Monitors implementation of child protection laws and policies
e Addresses complaints related to child rights violations



e Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015

o Governs the legal framework for juvenile justice in India
o Defines rehabilitation measures for children in conflict with the law

e The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012

o Provides a legal framework for addressing child sexual abuse
o Ensures child-friendly legal procedures

e Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD)

o Formulates and implements national policies for child welfare
o Qversees programs like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, POSHAN Abhiyaan

4. International-Level Mechanisms

Globally, several organizations and treaties work towards ensuring child rights protection
across countries.

Key Bodies & Functions:
e United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (1989)

o Most widely ratified international treaty on child rights
o Defines child rights in civil, political, economic, social, and cultural contexts

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

o Provides humanitarian aid and policy support for child protection
o Works on education, health, and rights awareness

International Labour Organization (ILO) - Convention on Child Labour

o Works to eliminate child labor and ensure children’s right to education
o Enforces policies through global agreements

International Criminal Court (ICC)

o |nvestigates crimes against children in conflict zones
o Holds individuals accountable for war crimes affecting children

Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children

o Collaborates with governments and civil society to end child exploitation
o Promotes policy-driven interventions



Solutions & Best
Practices for
Strengthening €hlld
Rights Pretection

Strengthening Legal Frameworks:

o Ensure stricter enforcement of child protection laws.
o Amend outdated policies to address modern challenges.

Capacity Building & Training:

o Train law enforcement, teachers, and child protection officers.
o Promote legal literacy on child rights.

Public Awareness Campaigns:

o Engage communities through media and education programs.
o Encourage reporting of child rights violations.

International Cooperation & Policy Exchange:

o Strengthen cross-border coordination on child rights issues.
o Encourage participation in global child protection initiatives.




Protecting Children is a Shared Responsibility

Governments, organizations, and communities must collaborate to ensure child
protection mechanisms function effectively at all levels.

Call to Action:
e Strengthen reporting and intervention mechanisms.

e Advocate for policy reforms and child-friendly legal structures.
e Support initiatives that empower children and communities.

Question & Answer Session: Open Discussion




About DtZ SUFASEC

Sexual exploitation of children (SEC) is a grave violation of children’s rights and affects
millions of children and youth annually, regardless of gender. No region, country or child is
immune. However, girls, boys and children with other gender identities face differing levels of
risk to different manifestations of SEC depending on their intersectional vulnerability factors.
It impacts heavily and long-lasting on their physical, emotional and mental well-being. It
deprives children and youth of establishing healthy (sexual) relationships and from developing
to the best of their potential. The DtZ SUFASEC programme is designed to combat SEC. It will
work in 12 countries in Latin America and Southeast Asia: Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Laos, Nepal, Philippines and
Thailand.

About Children of India Foundation

Children of India Foundation, an affiliate of Terre des Hommes Netherlands in India, is a non-
profit organisation which empowers children and families from socio-economically vulnerable
communities. We address child labour, child marriage and child sexual exploitation, ensuring
access to education, health care, livelihood and child protection.
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